NCADD-NJ-WFNJ-SAI

DATE:

Dear:

As per the enclosed WFNJ-SAI admission letter, this client has been referred to your agency for extended evaluation services.  The purpose of this letter is to clarify what is meant by “extended evaluation” and to define provider service expectations.

When, as a result of the assessment interview, an Intensive Case Management client or an Enhanced Care Coordination client does not meet the criteria for a substance use disorder, the Intensive Case Manager or Enhanced Care Coordinator (ICM/ECC) defers the diagnosis and places the client in a 30-day extended evaluation. The extended evaluation is intended to either facilitate a substance use disorder diagnosis and level of care recommendation or conclusively rule out a substance use disorder (Treatment Not Indicated or “TNI”) with high-risk clients.  During the thirty-day extended evaluation period, the client is referred to Level I outpatient services, including urine drug screening  (UDS). Throughout the extended evaluation, the ICM/ECC will monitor the client’s treatment participation and UDS results, and also collect collateral information from independent sources (i.e., Welfare, Department of Training and Employment, Treatment Provider, physician, DYFS, Court or other sources) that can provide additional information regarding the client’s possible substance use.  

Given the fact that the client currently denies a substance use disorder, it is crucial that you, as the provider, and the SAI ICM/ECC work as a team to either rule out or facilitate a diagnosis and need for further treatment.  The provider is expected to participate in frequent Continuing Service Reviews and to report client attendance and weekly UDS results to the WFNJ-SAI PA Unit.  Level I outpatient services may include educational sessions, individual counseling or group.  Education on addiction plants the seed to further readiness-to-change. The client must attend at least one individual counseling session per week.  Individual sessions are most helpful as they engage the client in the evaluation process via the use of motivational counseling techniques.  Group participation may not be an effective mode of treatment for this client unless the group norm does not require members to recognize or accept their substance abuse problem. Note that extended evaluation services may be preapproved for no more than two weeks at a time.

Following the completion of the 30-day extended evaluation, the ICM/ECC presents the client’s progress to the ICM/ECC Team.  If it is determined that the client does not meet the diagnostic criteria for a substance use disorder and that treatment is not indicated, the client’s case is closed with the SAI and the client is referred to a full time work activity.  If it is determined that the client is in need of further treatment, the ICM/ECC meets with the client to determined the appropriate level of care.

Thank you for providing this cutting edge service for SAI clients.

Sincerely,

Intensive Case Manager/Enhanced Care Coordinator

NCADD-NJ

WFNJ-SAI

9/6/05


